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structing a harbour for Hodeida, which has only an open roadstead, with an exposed anchorage for steamers three miles off the beach. The proposed site was ten miles north of Hodeida, where there is a deep, natural inlet, protected by a long spit, which projects boldly northward and is known as Ras al-Katib (Shingle Point).
The scheme was to give a five-fathom anchorage to a dozen vessels, beside providing a stone quay where three such vessels could tie up and discharge simultaneously.
All this was only part of an undertaking, since known as the Hodeida-Sanaa railway scheme.
The harbour at Ras al-Katib was to be linked up with Hodeida by a metre-gauge line running inland to Obal and up the Siham past Mefhak to Sanaa, thence to Amran. This involved 200 miles of track at a total cost, including harbour, of two millions sterling. A concession and contract was issued by the Ottoman Ministry of Public Works and a French syndicate was formed to handle the enterprise.
A preliminary survey was completed in April, 1910, when the original scheme was found too expensive, so another survey was organized to make alternative traces to Sanaa from the coast via the Zabid valley and Dhamar, also southward along the Tihama past Zabid up to Taiz and so onto the central plateau through Ibb, Yerim and Dhamar to the capital.
At the same time a strong party of continental engineers came out to commence construction at Ras al-Katib.
Izzet Pasha cut the first sod in March, 1911, and the railway was pushed forward from Ras al-Katib before adequate arrangements had been made there for the disembarkation of heavy matgrial. When war broke out